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One of the enduring allures of Staten Island is the relatively low price of its housing. The city’s 

smallest borough boasts condos that sell for under $250,000 and whole stand-alone houses 

(complete with actual backyards) that sell for less than $1 million. 

But prices are creeping upward.

“The demand for land is high, and the demand for housing is high,” says veteran Staten Island 

homebuilder R. Randy Lee of Leewood Real Estate Group. “For semi-attached housing, there’s 

places where you won’t find anything less than $450,000 to $500,000. Detached housing can go 

for $700,000 to the sky’s the limit.”

High numbers nationally and regionally, but, still, not so much for the city overall. The median sales 

price for Manhattan housing in October was $699,000, according to a Halstead Property report.

The median sales price for a one-family attached house in Staten Island in October was 

$335,000, according to the Staten Island Board of Realtors. One-family detached houses went 

for a median price of $485,000 in October, the latest month definitive data was available. Con-

dos, which are rare, especially below northern neighborhoods near the ferry, went for a median 

price of $282,000 in October, the group reported, and co-ops, also generally rare, went for 

$134,900.

The median sales price for all housing in October in Staten Island was $406,500, a roughly 

13 percent jump from the $359,000 median price in October 2004. Every type of Staten Island 

housing, in fact, surveyed by the Realtors’ board saw median price increases from late 2004 

to late 2005.  By Tom Acitelli

Busy building in Staten IslandSSSSSTTTTTAAAAATENTENTENTENTEN I I I I ISLANDSLANDSLANDSLANDSLAND N N N N NEWEWEWEWEW D D D D DEVELOPMENTEVELOPMENTEVELOPMENTEVELOPMENTEVELOPMENT

ST.GEORGE/STAPLETON

S.BEACH/WILLOWBROOK

TOTTENVILLE/GREAT KILLS

S. BEACH/WILLOWBROOK

Condos
Added

Homes
Added

2000              0            128

2002              0             22
2001             42           24

In pipeline      150          10

2003              0           101
2004              0             38
2005              0           108

Year

ST. GEORGE/STAPLETON
Condos
Added

Homes
Added

2000        0        99

2002             0             109
2001             0             212

In pipeline     341*          28

2003             0             121
2004             0              84
2005             7              11

Year

Source: New York State Attorney General’s office. Figures for years
2000-2004 are condo and single-family home owners association
offering plans approved to begin sales for entire year. Numbers for
2005 refer to offering plans approved to begin sales by Dec. 16. “In
pipeline” refers to offering plans filed and not yet approved, or
offering plans being tested as of Dec. 16. *Refers to one project, St.
George Condominium at 319 St. Mark’s Place.
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TOTTENVILLE/GREAT KILLS
Condos
Added

Homes
Added

2000             14           76

2002              0           114
2001              0           106

In pipeline        0           223

2003              0           131
2004              0           305
2005              0           100

Year

Staten Island a housing bargain—by Big Apple standards, at least 
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